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Abstract

With the drastic changes in Eastern Europe and the disintegration of fhe Soviet
Union, the Cold War that lasted more than 40 years ended in the late 1980s and early
1990s.The ending of the Cold War fundamentally changed the international system
structure,which had major impacts on the relations between the nations. Australia-U.S.
alliance stemed from the Cold War.It is a model as a alliance relationship between a
superpower and a middle power in the modern international system.The alliance was
inspired by Australia's security fears and the fierce international pattern of U.S.-Soviet
global confrontation.The ending of the Cold War has not brought about the
disappearance of Australia-U.S. alliance. On the contrary,it continued to be
adjusted ,developed and strengthened after a brief period of wandering in nearly two
decades since the Cold War ended.And it had a more and more profound impact on the
Asia-Pacific geopolitics. The evolution of Australia's policy towards the U.S. has
distinct characteristics of the times. To study on the asymmetrical alliance is also to
analyze a typical case under the changing international situation after the Cold
War,which has a certain degree of representation and is of theoretical and practical
significance.

The subject of this thesis is the evolution of Australia's foreign policy towards the
U.S.. From the realism and constructivism analysis perspectives, applying of the
historical, comparative and other methods, following historical materialism attitude,
from the major historical events and policies in the evolution process of Australia-U.S.
relations after the Cold War, and combining with the history background at home and
abroad , this thesis systemly analyzes the Australian governments' policies towards the
U.S. after the Cold War,and reveals the similarities and differences of its policy in
different periods and the characteristics of its policy. From the relationship of the
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logical level, the thesis is divided into five parts:

The first part,as an introduction,firstly introduces the subject, the purpose and
significance of the study, then reviews comprehensively the overview of the academic
study about Australia-U.S. relations after the cold War at home and abroad, finally
presents the thesis’s methods and innovations.

The second part mainly reviews Australia's policy towards the U.S. before the Cold
War. The outbreak of the war in the Pacific made Australia "leave the British toward the
U.S.". In the background of the Cold War, Australia was hostile to communism, and
followed the U.S.’ policy; After Nixon Doctrine was published, Australia began to focus
on their own interests, and kept a certain distance with the U.S. .

The third Part focuses on the content and process of historical evolution of
Australia's policy towards the U.S. after the Cold War,which is divided into three
layers. The first layer describes Keating government's policy towards the U.S.: due to
the drastic changes in Eastern Europe and the collapse of Soviet Union, Australia-U.S.
alliance lost a clear "target".,and the value of the existence of the Australia-U.S.
alliance is under testing . Australia did not take the U.S. as its foreign policy's center
any more ,turning to a center of Asian region. During Keating period, the Australia-U.S.
relations can be described to be a brief period of indecision, and a gestation period of
the new policy.- The second layer describes the Howard Government's policy towards
the US.: It inclined to the U.S., and constantly consolidated and enhanced
Australia-U.S. alliance relations; After the 9 ¢ 11 incident, it actively supported and
participated in the war on terror that the U.S. launched; The signing of the
Australia-U.S. Free Trade Agreement made Australia-U.S.relations develop
all-roundly ,the bilateral political ,military and economic ties even closer. The third
layer describes the Rudd government's policy towards the U.S.: Under the "creative

middle power diplomacy" concept, continuing to maintain its alliance with the U.S.,it



seeks greater diplomatic independence. On climate issues, the war in Iraq and the issue
of Afghanistan withdrawal, it differed from the U.S..

The fourth part analyzes the Australia's policy towards the U.S. after the Cold War,
and sums up the main factors that impact its policy.At last, the anthor generalizes the
characteristic of its policy, and comments the pros and cons of its policy.

The conclusion summarizes the full thesis, and discusses the trends of

Australia-U.S. relations in future.

Key words: U.S.-Australia Alliance;the 9 * 11 event; Middle power;National interest
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MO R EFR BN ABREENRARRE AN NS “AEQ, ERELRHE
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SEZNEBORAEFRHIEEXENEREFHE, BRXEE

- BUER) BATEERRSRS Z%A. MRXERRISR, £F (EER)

X, RREY: “BRF—BERAFEBUFKE—NMETITAH, BERBUFRLHE
RERGZARE.” BRBIER 2007 FEREESBEEUARSENERATEES
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W EFER X (Kevin Rudd) SEEHUPHAIZE Tt (R H) KXH
B, 190 EAMEFRMESRBMBERITEHEBEELEE, WIMEAH LB

'Stephen Smith, “Australia s New Approach to the Pacific” Aug 7, 2008,
h&ID=571_6769

http://www.ausaid.gov.awmedia/release.cfm?BC=S
20 January 2010
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F, FNEARTRERBNEFKER,
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R RBRFHBEBROFBEZ —. BEEBRFEENERFRR R BRI
BEFRTNED, MREEHRFEE, BAFTHEEEERFHREREEZNGE
KZ—. HRXEZENHERATIAIPE CEAX—BUE, FRIEERERE
- ARPABEHE. RS AEE RS, $H1E 2008 FEFHIMNER TR 500 2421
AFEERLTE, AP IREE G ERATTE S R BMHAREELENE
FR. 2008 £ 6 A 2 HEMKH| W EP MK RERF A, BAF T IREFH 7 E
ML BN, ASKE 6 A 1 HREMEHBZERE. AH, MR XEELEA
I AR AL P AT BUR R B ST BUR, “FHRL e ik S B B BLIE G B, iR

dustralia’s new government ratifies Kyoto pact, hitp://www.reuters.com/article/idUSSYD37845 . 19 July 2009
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MO PR SRR T T EE R A S, ETEFRS P, RARITR

XERENEANMBHNBT. MR CBUFSCRRRAF AR ZFHEE. 2008

3 A 25 IRV, BRI RSEAN U EAM BT KPEE, “EmiRm
BAARABMENKESE, BIA RR) AREXFANTE, XHERAEN,
XERBRER, TEREREMNERE.” 2009 4 4 A, FREICREBIRT 450
ZERBMMERF. BANTEPHBKAMERN 10 A 21 HER, HEERNRE
REANEEM ETHEEMES, RMRNFAEAHE. RN, iRl BXH
W AKX —ZEEh & mk HERRA—EDURAE RS . MARE HAEME
FHEZE 1550 A, ZEFTEFRERBA P AL 8 ALAE R . #AM L B E R/ X3
REF HEGRT, RENGEST2WH, BHBIGMETFERNLEE%
HE, FEMNAREF LSRR SNEEN, ERX—FEd/E, BENRERHEE.

X BE ESURBN TRITHERESITES, EEFSRENREX
AR, MR5ERMXUARKESEHEFEFHRGRR, HEEIZ EFFHE
Aottt CRERUUE R, N AR FHENERER, RESERERRLE
W BAERM. BRKE. BREREFEM ENBEEEE, AT ERERFRR
RERRER. MAERN RSB LRXENARSE, bR T SRER

IHE %S RED KRBT R ET
http://www.chinanews.com.cn/gj/gj-gjzi/news/2009/11-30/1991869.shtml . 30 January 2010
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LR BIEAMEEEBINR, ZFFRMBUAH BERN REBEHTET
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R R AT LS R BRAF AN R A uhE. RE . 6
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BENSEK XA Mt BB X U RE X 22N AR EN
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2009 FHAFWEE AL PN, ERENPMHHIRUELETEFE+5
B¥ PEHELF. BUANEFTHNBECLRBENE. $EFFRO%LH
TTEFARL. MAKIIRE XS\ EERE KSR EENERES. AAET
2030 F,FEHRAMXMEREFHEE H — FHEE,FEFLE 2020
FEABRKERA I FRAETEHE S BETIL, S, R 2 23RS
B A RKRBIERXRREERTRR T IEAMX KRR E T S A B R
SRR ERAFEXREZNE L. "B T X E L 5T BUAEWHAT PSS,
BEBENFTENESEHRERT FE: “HEEHRIEMNE BRI ESERE
~EREFIRIRE UAHRA R B BRSEOAFE- PEERE—X5H
MEMENK. 2RENEZZHAE. B, nR T EX AR E RN B E
) 53 At R @8 LRI R E BRI EE R4 P EEFRRUE SR P
MM ETRERSETEbEEL.” !

2. JUKH I B A BUA A1SE B I AR g

WAL RBE R B AN BUAAEERN™=Y), EEMEE LEZHE
HRBABURBIEERNZW. BEERRAFEHFFH DL, BEEKFIER
AHIERNERM. BT EBCERARMERFENE. HLFBEARR, BN
RAERXMRNFE LARE—ERENXH, ENEESRELS BIFURATH
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BAMELATHES, AEEERNRETBEHIR, RENETHEEFM

'Defending Australia in the Asia Pacific Century:Force 2030, Defence White Paper 2009.
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VTEHAFENBERHES, AMEBHE, BERSEHIRIIZBRIISIZ. EEFMH
SEKFEABRZAHIEAN, AMNPBAERILIEALTERITEIAS, ENR
5XEMXR, EEXEGFHERFPIRFEXE, FOEYT. i, £EEHE,
FIEXKERSENET

FISARMTHEEIRR, FETARES KRR IEZ R T B RBOE

45



HI2EH) R R ARG R R AL SR BEE B R A St 0 B R, R 2
EUMBIE. S5 SsAL 5 B AT AKX 7E % E 2 BREME KA K b 38
A, SRR RENELZH AT XEE . AT EFHEET &8 LA
GBI A # X ) 2 2 238 H RN Fskik i REE TR MBUE . 25
ARBEFI 2, RE LY K. 320 AR0E R SR 77 28 0 IR FE, IR SR 58 (0 Y K Ak g
MRETE, AEFEZKENARL, 0T KREET X KR FENZ
Prilam, EHRERAFILXFR “BIF” K30, “58, ZETEMEHELX
—i. BIBERMNMER, FHNMFHLKZEKE. REFATE, &N
SE, BAMIE, RITEEMMKPERBEER, MRECTHXKHEL, #
RRENEREIE, HRERNE. Hit, BIBEX—FEHR, SRITKH
FRAFEMR, HARMNMBEMTS.” !

3. FEERMEW
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'Powell s testimony is reprinted as “US Looks to its Allies for Stability in Asia and the Pacific”,
International Herald Tribune, 27 January 2001.

2 appi BB H S, MAFEHKTEMALE”, hp:/news.stock888.net/031105/101,1317.242856,00.shtm!
12 May 2009.
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'Mohan Malik Australia, America and Asia, Pacific Affairs,2006-2007,No.4 Vol.79,pp. 587-597
SR, A R RVP BRI L2 4 B B0 39 85 51 ST BUR (7). HRTEK,2007,(04):15.
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'The Defence White Paper -Defence 2000 ,Canberra: DPS, Australia,2000,p.62.
2 (3#) A% - £RKW (Robert O.Keohane) , (3£) 4FEK » % (Joseph S.Nye) AUh SHEKE[M]. [Tt
HEF AL JERKEHRE,2002:189.
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\Evans Gareth and Bruce Grant, eds:Australia’s Foreign relations in the World of the 1990s,Melbourne University
Press, 1991,p.322.
2Evans Gareth and Bruce Grant, eds:Australia’s Foreign relations in the World of the 1990s, p.23.
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2Australia’s Foreign and Trade Policy White Paper, Canberra, Commonweaith of Australia, 2003.
3Nayef H.Samhat:Middle Power and American Foreign Policy:Lessons Jrom Irano-U.S. Relations 1962-77, Policy
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