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ABSTRACT

The watery region settlement in Zhongshan Sand flat has unique natural environment and
social environment, which invoking its own unique folk culture and beliefs, as well as
unique settlement space. Traditional Sand flat watery region settlement is a dynamically
coordinated complex of social, nature, human beings and settlement substances, is an
organic part of Chinese rural settlements, while development of settlements has caused
many problems nowadays.Therefore, space and spatial substance elements of watery
region settlement in Zhongshan Sand flat will be analysed, to study their value and
significance for natural environment, social environment, human beings, and settlement,
which will be a supplementary part to Chinese settlements study, to explore the way of
protection and improvement of natural ecological environment, succession of traditional
culture and beliefs, healthy development of social relations in Sand flat watery region
settlement.

Firstly, the formation process of the watery region settlement in Zhongshan Sand flat, and
its natural environment and social environment are demonstrated. The complicated water
system in Sand flat determines site selection and overall arrangement of the settlement,
and also creates traditional culture beliefs intimately associated with water.Secondly,
based on differences of settlement's spacial pattern, the settlement is distributed into linear
space and discrete space, of which individual characteristics are analysed, from both
views of horizontal and vertical.Furthermore, eight elements in settlement spatial
substance as following: river, bridge, pond, wharf, plant, road, garden, and architecture,
are selected to described and analysed, to sum up meaning and effects of these elements
for natural environment, traditional culture beliefs, settlement space and human beings,
and the problems happened or aggravated by these elements in development.At last, from
the view of man, the causes of the problems on the production and life sides are analysed,
to put forward proposals to problems of the watery region settlement in Zhongshan Sand
flat, from the five aspects including economic structure, natural ecological environment,
traditional culture beliefs, settlement space, Subjective consciousness, according to
relevant theoretical study and previous experience.

Key words: sand flat; the watery region settlement; outdoor space
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