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ABSTRACT

Wang Shenzhong, the pioneer and the representative of the Tang and Song
School, the famous prose school in the Ming Dynasty, had made a significant
contribution to reverse the ethos of simulation, which was very popular at the
beginning of the Ming Dynasty's literary scene. Until near the 80's, scholars had
begun to make a more in-depth study on the Tang and Song School, and the specific
research on Wang Shenzhong was obviously more inadequate. So this dissertation
attempts to make a more in-depth study building on the previous studies, from the
perspective of the situation of his prose creation and the prose tropism to expound ,
make a more systemic study on the processes of the change and the formation of his
prose theory, and its theoretical contents and the impact on his prose creation.

The full dissertation is divided into three parts, the first part focuses on the life
story and the changes of Wang Shenzhong’s prose concept. Wang shenzhong’s life
experiences can be divided into three phases: The early years Habitat rural pre-school
to entering political stratum, Relegation to the period dismissed from office, and
Dismissed from office to his home until the death. In this three stages, his prose
concept changed from following Li, He, learned from the Qin and Han Dynasties to
the early stage of Tang Dynasty , tried to change the style of writing, and finally
formed his prose theory —*“Literature should convey principles”, learned from the
Tang and Song Dynasties.

The second part focuses on the theoretical contents and the value of his prose
theory ——“Literature should convey principles”, formed after the change of his
prose pursue. At the relationship between literature and principles, he considered that
principles were more important than literature, but did not negate the value of
literature itself; in the performance of the contents, he called expressing the unique
idea of moral experience or opinions, but lived a place for the individual emotions; he
emphasized that article creation should mainly convey principles, but also attached
great importance to follow the rules on article creation.

The third part is focusing on the situation of his prose creation. Taken together,
these chapters are mostly able to show his literary theory. In the performance of the
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contents, his prose mostly could express the unique idea of moral experience or
opinions, good at elucidation of moral principles, statements, and also have the real
individual emotions and insights; On creative approach, firstly, good at posing the
layout, he always concentrated his efforts on conceiving, so the structure were
thorough and concise but teemed with changes; Secondly, good at quoting the ancient
persons or things to compare with the contemporary, tried to convey the unique
insights ; Lastly, good at portraying figures. In style, strived to use plain and natural
language, and tried to convey deep feeling through common words, paid attention to

foster gentle temperament to show the elegant and gentle style.

Key Words: Wang Shenzhong; Prose; Tang and Song School
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