





ABSRACT

Research on Night-visiting stories has aways being paid long-lasting
attention by the academicians both in the fields of religion and literature. This
thesis's research is centered on Night-visiting stories for analyzing their
features and meanings. The analysis is based on the statistics of those stories
in Tang Dynasty, and is supposed to try to study their improvement causing
by historical times, the deeply reasons of which and from which we can
understand much better about the mingling of fiction and redlity in
Night-visiting stories. The conception of the Night and effect-by-cause does
not exit only in the Buddhism of India, but also can be found in Chinese
traditional culture recorded in the ancient works. This thesis explains the
features of the Night-visiting stories in the point view of both ways.

Thisthesis consists four partsin total: introduction, body conclusion and
appendix.

In the introduction, it defines the conception of the Night-visiting stories,
states the relative researches’ achievements and the basis of the whole thesis.

The body is divided into three chapters. The first chapter states the
improvement from the early to the late of Tang Dynasty by studying the
different features because of the times going by, through given examples.

The second chapter mentions three questions: the analysis of the stories
different patterns, the reality and the fiction in the stories, the thoughts and
real life reflected by the stories. To solve the first question, | will analyze all
kinds of patterns and go to seek the conception and thoughts of people lived
in that times. For the second question, some examples of each kind will be
given to prove the existence of the Night-visiting. Even if all of those stories
more or less had some fictitious or imaginary elements during its writing, but
there were too many detalls in the stories to make readers believe that the
experience was true indeed anyway. In resolving the third question, the
characters and their experiences will be connected with the society to prove
that those stories had been influenced by the reality of that time, moreover, to
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study the cultural meanings inside. This chapter is also the main part in the
whole thesis.

The last chapter is supposed to make the improvement and influence of
those stories’ features clear: firstly, to state the characteristic of those kind of
stories in the way of literature; secondly, to analyze the arrangement of the
pattern, space, viewpoint and structure in the aspect of esthetics.

The conclusion ends the whole thesis with summing all the features of
the Night-visiting stories.

There also are three appendixes added to the thesis in order to prove
some points: the main idea of all the Night-visiting stories, the editors and
writers identification, the characters identification and the patterns of
stories.

By the way of comparison, the thesis analyzes and sums up the
Night-visiting stories in Tang Dynasty with three appendixes after that
suggest the condition of the creation and work frame. On the basis, the thesis
will broaden the academic sight a little further, pursue the deeply reasons of
those stories' coming up and spreading widely in order to show the features
of literature creation at that time.

Key words. Night-visiting stories; Improvements; Patterns, Thoughts;
Characteristics
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