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Abstract

Lao Zi contains many references to "know" and "desire", when the two terms are talked as
nouns, "know" can be understood as knowledge, and "desire" means want. In the chapter III
of Lao Zi, the two terms are parallel cited, clearly stated the requirement of refusing and
transcending to knowledge and desire, it seems that there's a inextricable link between the two
words, and this can be confirmed throughout the book Lao Zi. Then what is the attitude of
Lao-Tse toward "know" and "desire", how these two terms relate to each other? Through the
analysis of two terms, this paper attempts to integrate the intention of the book Lao Zi and
reveals the profound theoretical significance and spirit of the time contained in it.

The mass world is marked by earthly knowledge and desire, the typical feature of the
earthly knowledge and desire is that they are constantly stretching out and exploring, "know"
which represent of clarity and resolution is something analyzing to make the world
understandable, while "desire” means impose my own property to other people and object, or
contrarily, be imposed by the property of other people and object. In this way, "know" and
"desire" are able to launch in the mass world and interact to form a chain of high-speed cycle,
which drive the operation and the development of the whole society. However, the effect of
the operation of the chain is not that optimistic, the potential crisis of human society become
increasingly apparent, the human nature and the natural property of object experience a loss,
and the order of the society need remediation. Knowing this, Lao-Tse hoped that people can
return to their simple, honest nature, and he also shaped the ideal personality--the sage.

The road of sages and masses are different, they lead to different directions. sages make
returning to the Self and pursuing the "Tao" their goal, their "know" and " desire” are the
refuse and transcendence of earthly "know" and "desire". By weakening and dispelling of the
earthly "know" and "desire", sages established their own "know" and "desire" and ultimately
achieve the cognition and realization of "Tao" through the "know" and "desire" about it.

This paper attempts to demonstrate the two different way of existing between the sage and
masses through the discussion of "know" and "desire" in the book Lao Zi, thus reveals the

core and essence of the ideal society which Lao-Tse is looking for.

Keywords: Know, Desire, Masses, Tao
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