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On the cooperative learning in schools

Abstract

In the new curriculum reform, more and more school teachers have
paid attention to the new instructional pattern—cooperative learning, It
has been used widely in the elementary and secondary schools, and has
great effect on the students. Indubitably, there’re many problems exist in
practice which have influenced the effect of the function of the
cooperative learning and the improvement of the instructional quality.
What is the cooperative learning on earth? What problems exist in
‘practice? And which factors caused these problems? Which strategies
should we take to solve these problems, achieve the function of the
cooperative learning and the goal of improving instructional quality? In
this paper we will discuss these topics by systematic investigation and
study.

This paper is composed of five chapters, in the first chapter, we have
mainly explored the essence and the history of the cooperative learning.
In the author’s opinion, the cooperative learning should be a special
instructional pattern—teachers guide the cooperative groups to think,
discuss, do research and perform experiments on the tasks that designed
elaborately by the teachers , which can make the individuals master

certain knowledge, form certain skills and foster cooperative spirit and



will. The cooperative learning has a long history, it can cast back to the
ancient western and China, the idea of the cooperative learning didn’t
come into theorization period until the 1970s. Because of the different
study angle of view in the cooperative learning, that different styles of
cooperative learning theory appeared.

In the second chapter the author has paid attention to discuss the
function of the cooperative learning. In the author’s opinion, as a special
instructional pattern, the cooperative learning has the function such as
cultivate students’ cooperative spirit, improve students’ cooperative
ability, steel students’ will and so on.

In the third chapter the author has discussed the problems exist in the
cooperative learning in schools at present. By investigation and research,
it has been discovered that there were a series of problems which
influenced the achievement of the cooperative learning function and the
improvement of the instructional quality when the cooperative learning
pattern was used in schools. These problems are as follows: 1. the
problem of follow teachers’ inclinations (viz. there were a good few
teachers didn’t design the tasks of cooperative learning elaborately in
advance; 2. the problem of “do” without “associate”(viz. in the
cooperative leaning, the students were lack of the cooperative spirit:
although they were “studying” with a certain topic or content in the same

“group” asked by the teacher, but they each did things in their own ways,



or disputed with others); 3.the problem of the imbalance of participating
in the cooperative learning(viz. not each member of the cooperative
groups took part in the learning); 4.the problem of letting go without
guiding(viz. the teachers didn’t supervise ,control, and guide the students
when they were in the cooperative learning); 5.the problem of hurry and
huddling(viz. the teachers didn’t give the students enough time to do the
tasks, the activities always be over in a hurry).

In the forth chapter, the author has analyzed the factors which
influenced the effect of the cooperative learning or caused those problems.
In the author’s view, the main factors are as follows: the grasping degree
of the soul of the cooperative learning by teachers ; the rational degree of
the structure of the cooperative groups; the definition of the task
assignment of each member in one group; the inclination of learning
tasks(students were assigned to do homework or tasks independently on
the whole by their teachers, but homework which need students to
cooperate with others was seldom assigned to the students); the
comprehensive degree of the evaluation system.

In the fifth chapter, based on the modern pedagogical theory, the
author has done research on how to solve the problems which exist in the
cooperative learning. In order to solve those problems ,we must adopt
many strategies such as: to educate students to get along well with others

and make them like to cooperate with others; pay attention to the “group



construction” to make students cooperate with others easily; pay equal
attention to supervising and guiding; make difficulty and the rate of
progress appropriately; pay equal attention to “preparation” and “timing”;
make cooperative activities regularly; make evaluation orientation
rationally(such as not only attach importance to the individual evaluation,
but also attach importance to the group evaluation; not only pay attention
to the result evaluation, but also pay attention to the process evaluation,
not only evaluate his achievements, thoughts _and behaviors, but also
- evaluate his cooperative consciousness, cooperative attitude and skills,
the ability of affiliate with others) and so on.

Key words: elementary and secondary schools; cooperative learning;
function; strategies
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BHEEIR  MEE 1017 2.18 673 .021
MFE 1025 2.1 .689 022
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Independent Samples Test

Levene's Test
for Equality of

Variances t-test for Equality of Means
95%
Confidence
Interval of the
Difference
Sig. Mean Std. Error
F Sig. t df (2-tailed) | Difference | Difference | Lower | Upper
AEEI]R  Equal
variances 597 | 440 | 2279 2040 .023 .068 030 .010} .128
assumed
Equal
\:?ances 2.280 | 2039.538 .023 .069 .030| .010( .128
assumed
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FNEEESERIEE EERTHERTFRE TUANDEZERNSHER
RELY AR, )

BEE0OSHIKFEEEZENESR,

F33 WhEMShEEAEERES R IERTRE

Group Statistics
Std. Error
SAERF| N Mean | Std. Deviation Mean
AR ik E 1025 2.1 .689 .022
BR4E 1036 1.90 .743 .023
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Independent Samples Test

Levene's Test
for Equality of
Variances t-test for Equality of Means
95%
Confidence
Interval of the
Difference
Sig. Mean Std. Error
F Sig. t df (2-tailed) | Difference | Difference | Lower | Upper
A1E&IR  Equal
variances 10.073 | .002 } 6.580| 2059 .000 .208 .032 146 270
assumed
Equal
. 2050.
variances 6.582 384 .000 208 .032 146 270
not assumed
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Bl MEFEEEREMEKRNE.

F411 ZENSEERSEIMAEH SEEXSH (MF)

AERR N F A
Kendalls tau b  STE AR Correlation Coefficient 1.000 .897**
Sig. (2-tailed) . .000
N 1017 1017 |
SR Correlation Coefficient .897* 1.000
Sig. (2-tailed) .000 .
N 1017 1017
Spearman'stho &{FEIR Correlation Coefficient 1.000 912"
Sig. (2-tailed) . .000
N 1017 1017
T F 1) Correlation Coefficient .912™ 1.000
Sig. (2-tailed) .000 A
N 1017 1017

**. Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).

( FAKendall’ s tau-b&EZABKXFSpearman’ s rhoZHZHXLR TR K EEH,
MEERESERRSEHTHNM FREEEEEFNETMEX. D
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_ SEER FMHER
Kendall'stau b  &S1EER Correlation Coefficient 1.000 .919™
Sig. (2-tailed) . .000
N 1025 1025
2 Correlation Coefficient .919*4 1.000
Sig. (2-tailed) .000 .
N 1025 1025
Spearman'stho  &1EEIR Correlation Coefficient 1.000 .933*
Sig. (2-tailed) : .000
N 1025 1025
R E Correlation Coefficient .933* 1.000
Sig. (2-tailed) .000 .
N 1025 1025

**. Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).

.(ﬁﬁKendall’ s tau-bZ XM Spearman’ s rthoZFHIXBTRBEEBH,
MHPEREER RSN EREFEEZNEHEX. )

#4.13 ZENESEZREBUTHITH S EREXLHT (FH)

HFHEEIR FMEE
Kendallstau_b  &TF iR Correlation Coefficient 1.000 926"
Sig. (2-tailed) . .000
N 1036 1036
W F R Correlation Coefficient .926*1 1.000
Sig. (2-tailed) .000 .
N 1036 1036
Spearman'stho &#EXEIA Correlation Coefficient 1.000 .940™
Sig. (2-tailed) . .000
N 1036 1036
2 m Correlation Coefficient .940*4 1.000
Sig. (2-tailed) .000 .
N 1036 1036

**. Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).
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BT A F B 2468 X

FAEEEES AR

FRIZEEREEEZMK (IR 442.1—FK 423),

F421 RERNS5ESHMMATHERMBXSH (ME)

258 | Mk
Kendalls tau_b B 5E Correlation Coefficient 1.000 875"
Sig. (2-tailed) ) .000
N 1017 1017
“VFOIERR  Comelation Coefficient .8751 1.000
Sig. (2-tailed) .000 .
N 1017 1017
Spearman's rho ZEE Correlation Coefficient 1.000 .899*
Sig. (2-tailed) . .000
N 1017 1017
FFTEfs  Comelation Coefficient 899" 1.000
Sig. (2-tailed) .000 .
N 1017 1017

**. Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).

( FKendall’ s tau-bZZtH%MSpearman’ s rhoBEHMHFXB R KEHBH,

MNEEEAEEIT NS EE SRETKFNER2FE EZNIEMX. )

# 422 ZENSS5ESHIMKTHEEBEXSH (#1H)
_ 25% P84
Kendallstaub B LE Correlation Coefficient 1.000 833
Sig. (2-tailed) . .000
N 1025 1025
“TEFEFR  Correlation Coefficient 833 1,000
Sig. (2-tailed) .000 A
N 1025 1025
Spearman'’s rho Z= Correlation Coefficient 1.000 .869**
Sig. (2-tailed) . .000
N 1025 1025
“TEUTTERR  Correlation Coefficient 869 1.000
Sig. (2-tailed) 000 .
N 1025 1025

**. Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).

( FdKendall’ s tau-bZ K HXFSpearman’ s rhoBZ B HEXLLHTRKFH/HE,
W*EE‘%"E%?EFE‘J%'—?E'—?ﬁ?ﬂﬁﬂ‘]ﬁ“ﬁ?&ﬁ%ﬂ?ﬁﬁ%B‘JIE*E?E )
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. Z25F% W AR
Kendall'stau_b Z5[& Correlation Coefficient 1.000 .951*
Sig. (2-tailed) . .000
N 1036 1036
JFHFESR  Correlation Coefficient .951™ 1.000
Sig. (2-tailed) .000 ,
N 1036 1036
Spearman'stho Z5% Correlation Coefficient 1.000 .961*
Sig. (2-tailed) . .000
N 1036 1036
iFr#sks  Correlation Coefficient .961* 1.000
Sig. (2-tailed) .000 .
N 1036 1036

**. Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).
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