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M: Hello. International Friends Club. Can I help you?

W.Oh, hello. I read about your club in the paper today and I thought I'd phone to find out a bit more.

M: Yes, certainly. Well, we are a sort of social club for people from different countries. It’s quite a new club
we have about 50 members at the moment, but we are growing all the time.

W That sounds interesting. I'm British actually, and I came to Washington about three months ago. I'm looking
for ways to meet people. Er, what kinds of events do you organize?

M:Well, we have social get-togethers, and sports events, and we also have language evenings.

W . Could you tell me something about the language evenings?

M: Yes. Every day except Thursday we have a language evening. People can come and practice their
languages—you know, over a drink or something. We have different languages on different evenings. Mon-
day—Spanish; Tuesday—Italian; Wednesday—German; and Friday—French. On Thursday we usually have
a meal in a restaurant for anyone who wants to come.

W.Well, that sounds great. I really need to practice my French.

M.:OK. Well, if you can just give me your name and address, I'll send you the form and some more informa-
tion, If you join now you can have the first month free.
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M: Excuse me. Can you tell me how much the shirt is?

W:Yes, it’s nine fifteen.
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(Text 1)

M: Hi, Natalie. How is everything going recently?

W:You know that I'm very busy all the time. I must finish all the work.
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(Text 2)

M: Hello, Mary. Would you like to go to Washington for the vacation with us?
W.TI'd love to, but my sister has been studying in LLos Angeles for one year, and we decided to visit her.
(Text 3)

M: Excuse me, madam. Could you tell me how to get to the airport?

W:You can take the airport bus to get there.

M: Thank you, madam. I'm going to find one now.

(Text 4)

M: The food here is terrible. 1 hate the noodles. They're really not delicious.

W . But the price is low and the service is good.

(Text 5)

M: Have you cheated? I saw you looking at your notebook.

W:No, I haven't. T was just putting it down on the table.

M:OK, put away your notebook. We’ll start over.
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(Text 6)

W Christmas will soon come round. Any plans for the Christmas holiday?

M: Haven’t you heard that many of our classmates plan to go to Hannover, Germany? I'd like to go there by
train as well.

W.:Why? Anything special?

M:1It’s reported that Father Christmas drove the train during the Christmas last year. I suppose he will be the
driver again this Christmas.

W.It’s fantastic. T'll go with you.
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(Text 7)

W:Good morning, officer, I want to report a case of stealing to you.

M: The stealing of what?

W: A purse.

M: What does it contain?

W :Money, my ID card and a bank card.

M: How much was stolen?

W About 600 dollars.
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(Text 8)

W:Well, you've been in China for four weeks, Tim. What do you think so far?

M:Oh, the food here is just surprising! I've done some research on Chinese cooking traditions and I think
they're really interesting.

W :Why do you think that Chinese cooking traditions are interesting?

M:In America, we only have one type of spice. In China, you have several types and they are all so delicious.

W : Heat is also very important in Chinese cooking. Sometimes we cook things quickly at high heat and some-

times not.
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M:But I do miss American bread. I've found that you don’t have much delicious bread or cheese here. I really
miss those kinds of food. But you do have some excellent noodles.

W.We actually have some great sandwich shops here in Beijing. If you really miss bread and cheese, I could
show you some of those places.

M: That would be wonderful. Thank you.

W: You're welcome.
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(Text 9)

M: Alice, have you found a new place to live in yet?

W:Yes, Dad. I think I have at last.

M. Wonderful!

W:I'm relaxed now because I'm tired of cooking.

M: It hasn’t been easy for you, Alice. I suppose it’s the beginning of the new term and there are lots of new

students looking for places as well.

=

: Yes, that’s one reason. But this place is also full of new technology companies and there are lots of young
people looking for somewhere to live in. And you know what that means?

Higher rents as well.

: Yes. Much higher.

: Well, tell me how much it is.

It isn’t cheap for this area. It’s 400 pounds a month now.

: That’s much more than you expected.
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: Yes, and I can’t bear the high rent any more. I want a new place where I can put my things, instead of living
out of a suitcase. I don’t want to stay in this hotel any longer. 1 want to move to the new place next month.

:So what’s the new place like?

= <

:Oh, it’s really, really nice. It’s in a very quiet street. It’s an apartment on the second floor with one double
bedroom, a large living room, a kitchen, a toilet and a bathroom.
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(Text 10)

I'm a middle school student. 1love English, but it’s hard for me. 1have some problems in learning English.
Now I have a good plan to learn English. Firstly, I have a pronunciation problem. I can’t pronounce so well. So
I plan to listen to the tape and read after it. Secondly, I can’t write a passage clearly. Now I plan to read more
and practice writing often. Next, as for listening, sometimes I can’t understand what others are saying. So I
plan to improve myself by listening to the radio and TV. Finally, I think grammar is the most difficult for me.
I have no idea of it, but I think my English teacher can help me with it. With this English-learning plan, I'm for
great progress.
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SEWN:

Dear Jeff,

I'm writing to tell you that there will be a lecture on how to study English grammar well this Saturday. I

w
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(2]

hope you can go with me.
The lecture will start at 9:30 am in the school hall and will last for two hours. Mr. Lin, one of the most
excellent English teachers in our school, will give the lecture. So I'm sure it must be a wonderful lecture.
Though you are a native speaker, it must be good for your further study. So I wish you to go together.
Looking forward to your early reply.
Yours,
Li Hua
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SEBL:

Touched by her act of kindness , I thought I could also do something for poor children with my bike. The
next day, while I was working in my garage, it occurred to me that I could donate one of my old bicycles to a car
dealer who was collecting used bikes for poor children. I picked a shiny model from my collection. However, it
seemed as if a second bike shined brightly there too. Should I donate two? No, one would be enough. But I fi-
nally decided to donate two.

I had never thought my daughter’s kindness would be paid back so soon. When I later sent the bikes with
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Emily, the car dealer said, “You're making two kids very happy, sir. Here are your tickets. For each bicycle ,
we're giving one chance to win a girl’s mountain bike!” You could imagine how surprised I was when the second
ticket became the winner. Emily was very happy. I thought of it as a way of encouraging a little girl in her kind-
ness, giving her dad a lesson and bringing us the best Christmas gift.
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